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WHAT SHOULD I GIVE TO GOD? 
 

Many times people will ask, how much of our income do we give to God?  I can’t tell you what to give to God, but I can tell 

you what the Bible says about giving to God’s work.  Let me answer some frequently asked questions about giving. 
 

WHAT IS TITHING? 
 

The word “tithe” means “a tenth” or “10%.”  In the Bible, God tells us that we are to give the first 10% of all we earn back to 

Him.  Giving less than 10% is not tithing. 
 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A TITHE AND AN OFFERING? 
 

A tithe is 10% of your income.  An offering is any amount you give over and above that amount.  An offering is anything you 

give in addition to your tithe, such as gifts for special projects, your church building fund, etc.  Tithing is God’s minimum 

standard, the starting point.  As God prospers you, you’ll want to do more. 
 

WHY SHOULD I TITHE? 
 

 Because God asks us to tithe. 
 

A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the 

Lord.  Leviticus 27:30 
 

 Because Jesus commends us to tithe. 
 

Yes, you should tithe, and you shouldn’t leave the more important things undone either.  Matthew 23:23 
 

(Tithing was the only thing Jesus commended the Pharisees for doing!) 
 

 Because tithing shows that God has first place in my life. 
 

The purpose of tithing is to teach you to put God in first place in your life.  Deuteronomy 14:23 
 

 Because tithing gives God a chance to prove to you that He exists and wants to bless you! 
 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see 

if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have enough room for it. 

Malachi 3:10 
 

This is one of the most amazing promises in the Bible.  God actually offers you a challenge.  He says, “I dare you!  Start      

tithing and watch what happens!”  He not only promises to bless you with more, but He also promises to protect what you   

already have!  In the Bible, tithing is the only way given that you can prove God exists. 
 

Because tithing is essential to your spiritual growth. 
 

But just as you excel in everything, in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete              

earnestness and in your love for us, see that you also excel in this grace of giving.                       

2 Corinthians 8:7 
 

WHAT SHOULD I TITHE? 
 

Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all your income, and He will fill your barns.      

Proverbs 3:9-10 
 

The first 10% of every paycheck, and all else you earn.  God doesn’t want your “left-over” 

income at the end of the month. He wants first place.         

 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

                             

   

 

Have you given thought to your pledge?  The pledge is a prudential spiritual practice.  Both the Old 

and the New Testaments mention pledging.  Generations of Christians encourage pledging as    

helpful for one’s life in Christ.  By means of the pledge, one prayerfully plans one’s offerings of 

thanksgiving and gratitude.  The pledge helps the Christian to be intentional, disciplined, and     

spiritual in the use of and offering of money.  As we come to November, you are encouraged to 

pledge, and we hope you will choose to do so.  In addition to its value for spiritual growth, your 

pledge helps the church plan more wisely as we seek to support and strengthen the ministry of Christ. 
 

This year we are inviting two different pledges.  First, we ask you to plan your giving to the ministry of Christ through the Garber 

United Methodist Church.  Your pledge to the Ministry Fund (sometimes called the Budget) helps the leadership of the church plan 

our directions and make decisions about what we can or cannot do in the name of Christ.   The Ministry Fund provides for FUEL, 

Kids in Christ, Mosaic, Worship, funerals, Wednesday Communion,    Sunday School, RCS, Children’s Hope Chest, Kingswood, 

etc.  The Ministry Fund pays our bills and our monthly mortgage. 
 

The Second pledge pertains to our debt.  After our debt reduction campaign, many families continue to give to pay down the     

principal.  We have heard what your actions say, so we are returning debt reduction to the pledge card. 
 

We are asking for pledges for both our Ministry Fund and Debt Reduction by Sunday, November 20.  Should you desire to talk 

with someone around these pledges, or if you want someone praying with you, please call one of our pastors or one of our other 

leaders. 
 

Do pray for God’s provision for the Church. May God bless you in the adventure in faith that is giving and pledging.  May you 

grow and flourish in trust and obedience to Him who met us and who meets us fully in the gift of his Son Jesus Christ. 

WHERE SHOULD I GIVE MY TITHE? 
 

The Bible is very clear that God expects the tithe to be given back to Him at the place where 

you worship.  In the Old  Testament they brought their tithes to the Temple.  In the New       

Testament the tithe was given at the synagogue or church.  While there are many fine             

organizations, charities, and ministries, the local church is God’s institution.  You may support 

other ministries with additional offerings, but gifts given to God as an act of worship at the house of worship are considered 

tithes. 
 

ISN’T TITHING AN OLD TESTAMENT JEWISH LAW WHICH I CAN IGNORE? 
 

No.  That’s just an old excuse with no Biblical basis.  God established the principle of tithing 430 years before He gave the Law 

to Moses.  If tithing were only a Jewish law, why did Abraham tithe 430 years before the law was revealed?  Although tithing is 

mentioned in the Old Testament law, there is no punishment for not tithing.  Can you imagine a law without punishment?  Tithing 

is a life principle that is to be a voluntary act.  Jesus commended tithing in the New Testament. 
 

WHAT IF I CAN’T AFFORD TO TITHE? 
 

If you are in debt, you can’t afford not to tithe!  You need God’s help to get out of debt.  Tithing is part of God’s plan to make 

you debt free. 
 

THE REAL ISSUE 
 

Christians repeat nearly every reason ever invented for not tithing.  But in every case, an unwillingness to do what God says can 

be boiled down to two motives: 
 

 Materialistic Values – If you’re more interested in having “things” than pleasing God you won’t tithe.  You may store up 

treasure on earth, but you won’t store up treasure in heaven. 
 

 Unbelief – If you don’t really believe God will keep all of the promises He has made regarding tithing, you won’t do it. 
 

PRAYER 
 

“Father, I know you love me and want what’s best for me.  I recognize that all I have, or will ever have, comes from you.  I am 

more interested in pleasing you than in having more possessions.  I want you to have first place in my life and I am willing to 

begin tithing as you have instructed.  Out of gratitude for all you have done for me, and in expectation that you will continue to 

provide for me, I commit myself to returning at least the first 10% of all I earn back to you.  Help me to remain faithful to this 

commitment.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

Prepared with permission from Covenant United Methodist Church, Greenville, NC 



 

                             

   

 

Please note these special dates and make sure to be a part of each! 

Monday, November 14 8:45 a.m. in Morris Hall  

Ribbon Cutting to open our new Garber Relay Center for Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 
We hope to have a room full of folks as we open our center with lots of prayer and hope for this opportunity to open our doors 

to our community to receive these shoe boxes that share the Gospel around the world to children and their families.   

Light refreshments served. 
 

Sunday, November 20 at all Services 

Blessing of the Shoe Boxes for Operation Christmas Child 
All our services will include a time of prayer over the shoe boxes packed at Garber and within our community.  Our prayers 

will focus on the children that receive the boxes — that their lives may be changed by the message of the saving grace of Jesus.  

If you would like to bring the shoe boxes you have packed and keep them in your hands throughout the prayer,  

that would be powerful!  Then you may turn them in at the end of the service. 
 

Thank you to all who have worked so hard to make the Relay Center a reality!   

And a special thank you to each person who packed shoe boxes —  

thank you for your love and willingness to share Christ with children around the world! 

  

Reminder:  All Operation Christmas Child 

shoeboxes are due the week of Nov. 14-21.  

 Thank you for your promptness!   

Crucible: Refining Those Who Belong 

Current Sermon Series 
 

The question: How did God take an obscure, young man and produce of him a great king; not only a king, but the one by 
which the Messiah, the Savior of world, would be described?  The answer: The crucible; God put the people, the prophet 
Samuel, and David into the Crucible of choices.  From this refining process came King David and from this refining    
process came our picture of “great David’s greater Son.” 
 

Five Sundays in which five lessons from David’s life are reviewed.  We identify the alternatives: week 1 (Oct 23) - Image 
or Character; week 2 (Oct. 30) - Fear or Faith; week 3 (Nov. 6) - Encouragement or Catastrophe; 
week 4 (Nov. 13) -    Circumstances or Truth, and finally on Christ the King Sunday (Nov. 20) - the 
Inauguration of the King.  (Sermon podcasts are available on our website:  connect2Garber.com  
click on “media”) 
 

Wednesday evening adult studies will correspond and study David’s life and the alternative choices. 
Each of the themes presented in worship will be revisited in the group study. 
 

In the crucible, substances change.  If we would change well, we too must choose well in the         
crucibles of life. 
 

Wednesday Night Adult Study:  Crucible 

November 2 - December 7 
 

 Our Wednesday night adult study will correspond with the current sermon series of the same title (see above     
article).  Please be sure to pre-register for the class so we have enough seats in the correct size room!  Also, if you would 
like to partake in our delicious meal offerings, check that block as well.  All meals are catered by Thee Catering Company 
and the cost is only a donation.  What better deal could you find! 
 

 Registration forms can be found online at www.connect2garber.com; you have to print out the form, fill it out, 
and drop it by the church -or- scan and email back to us.  Forms are also available in the Narthex and the Ministry     
Center Atrium and Foyer areas. 
 

 Plan to join us!  It is both fun and interesting to fellowship with your Garber family and dig deeper into Sunday’s 
sermon each week! 



 

                             

   

 

MOSAIC NEWS  
 

Our MOSAIC group took a trip to Wilmington, on October 15 to see the “Cotton Patch Gospel 
Musical” performed at the Harbor UMC and eat dinner at PT’s Olde Fashioned Burger Café. It was 

a late night, but well worth it as all enjoyed the meal, the fellowship, and the performance. 

Thanks to Dan and Cammie Armstrong who saw this opportunity and brought it to us and to 

Andy Gower who was willing to drive for us.  
 

Unfortunately our scheduled trip to Beaufort for the double-decker historical bus tour and 

lunch at Clawson’s had to be cancelled due to Hurricane Matthew, but hopefully we can schedule 

it for a later time. 
 

November is upon us, and Thanksgiving will be here before we know it.  

MOSAIC has a Thanksgiving dinner with turkey and all the trimmings 

planned for Tuesday, November 22. Please plan to join us and enjoy 

delicious food, wonderful Christian fellowship, and participate with the 

Glory Choir as we sing praises of thanksgiving for all that the Lord has 

done for us this year. In lieu of a charge for the meal, we are asking that all participants bring 

a $5.00 gift card or $5 donation so that we can send these gift cards to our Garber college 

students to be used during exam time. Let’s show our support to them as we encourage them in 

Christ through these small tokens of love. 
 

Be sure to call the church office, 637-4022, or email Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator 

at swebb@garberumc.com for reservations to the Thanksgiving dinner. 
 

Mark your calendar:  We will celebrate the birth of our Lord!  
 

                     MOSAIC Christmas Party -  

Sunday, December 11 from 3 - 5:00. 

Safe Sanctuary Trainings 

There will be 2 more Safe Sanctuary Trainings in November.  If you have not attended a training session and 

you do, or desire to, work with children, students, vulnerable adults, or go on any Garber mission trips, please 

make every effort to attend one of these sessions!   

Monday, November 7 in Ministry Center Room 123 from 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 13 in Ministry Center Room 123 from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

Please call the church office to reserve your spot in the training you wish to attend.  Thank you! 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com


 

                             

   

 

   Haiti Trip October 2016 
 

“Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders 

Let me walk upon the waters, wherever You would call me 

Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 

And my faith will be made stronger in the presence of my Savior” 

- Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) 

 

The old adage is true, God’s timing is perfect. We had scheduled a trip to return to Haiti in October to 

visit our friends in Port-au-Prince and Jacmel, Haiti.  One of the primary reasons for going was to    

deliver school supplies to the school we support in Jacmel; backpacks, pencils, and supplies for more 

than 150 students at Trinity school that seeks to give a Christ-centered education to some of the most 

impoverished children in Jacmel. Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti just over a week before we were scheduled to leave, devastating so 

many parts of Haiti, and bringing damage to the school and the Wings of Hope orphanage in Jacmel. So the eleven of us who had 

been planning to go were even more eager to get to Haiti, and thanks to how you responded to the need and because of your     

generosity, we were able not only to bring supplies to Jacmel, but to offer support and help to our Haitian brothers and sisters in 

the wake of Hurricane Matthew. 
 

For me it was the first time I was able to go to Haiti and see what God is doing there through the Church on the ground. All that I 

had envisioned of Haiti was turned on its head, as I was able to see with my own eyes the physical poverty and spiritual wealth of 

so many in Haiti. There is no way to adequately describe it to you, but Garber, you should know that God is doing incredible 

things through Wings of Hope, St. Joseph’s and the Trinity School.  And as we partner with them, we help them shine a bright 

light of God’s love and goodness in a place that desperately needs the hope of Christ. Getting to spend time with the kids at Wings 

of Hope is an experience I will never forget. I got to witness the pure joy and praise of these severely 

handicapped orphaned children who were discarded by a culture that deems their condition shameful, 

yet who are being loved at Wings of Hope, cared for and given a chance to thrive. They do thrive in an 

incredible community with one another, and in the thick and mighty presence of God in that place. In 

the face of each of these precious children we saw Jesus, smiling back with a joy that is not dependent 

on earthly circumstances but rests in God’s goodness. To be perfectly honest, I didn’t want to leave. I 

didn’t want to leave the joy and love in that place. There’s no way I could   

adequately express it to you.  You will have to experience it for yourself, and I 

encourage you to consider going. God’s work is being done there; in caring 

for and loving these precious kids.  And the combination of the Trinity School 

and Wings of Hope in close proximity holds a promise of incredible Gospel 

witness in Haiti that is unique and profound. Thank you Garber for making 

this trip possible and for continuing to love on these precious kids.  
 

Matt Johnson 

Director of Music and Worship Arts 

Matthew’s Minute 
 

Welcome New Connection team members: 
Our Connection Team has grown to improve our hospitality and greeting with our Garber guests!  We are happy to welcome:    

Steve, Tracy, Andrew and Evan Breasure, Kay Myers, Nick Kirby, Jared Izzo, Phil and Sara Forgione, Rob and Andrea Wansker, 

Sharon and Alexis Wheelis, Terry and Nancy Elble, John and Beth Hiner, John Connelly, and Allison Giannace. 
 

ACCESS membership class: 
Our next ACCESS membership class begins Wednesday, November 2 at 6pm in Room 222.  This 5-week 

class allows you to explore what church membership at Garber means, as well as learn more about small group 

opportunities, opportunities for service, and about the teachings and beliefs of United Methodism.  Please sign 

up at the Welcome Table in the courtyard or the Welcome Desk outside Morris Hall.  You can also call the 

church office at 637-4022 or email Pastor Matthew Atha  at:  matha@garberumc.com 

mailto:matha@garberumc.com


 

                             

   

 

To the staff and members of Garber United Methodist Church:  I can’t thank all of you enough for 

all the thoughts, cards and prayers while I was in the hospital and home recuperating.  I truly   

believe God was in the ICU with me and heard all your prayers to heal me!  I am so thankful to 

have such a wonderful church family!  I am home healing more and more  every day.  Thank you 

all and God bless you.  Lana Cieszko 

Dear Garber UMC, 

Many, many thanks to Garber church for allowing AH Bangert Elementary to use Morris Hall 

in order to celebrate the importance of grandparents in the lives of our students.  On Oct. 6 we 

had approximately 500 students, grandparents and adopted grandparents enjoy milk and 

cookies and share in the joy of reading together.  Without the use of Morris Hall, we could not 

have had this event.  Thank you to all of the staff for your help in preparing and cleaning up 

after the event.  A huge thank you to Laura Wilkins for organizing the event and to Ruth  

Powers for helping out.  Thank you to all of the Kingwoods coaches and staff for being 

“adoptive” grandparents for our students.  Grandparent’s Day was a huge success, and we   

appreciate all of your generosity!  AH Bangert Elementary School 

Garber United Methodist Women 
 

We want to send a big THANK YOU to the staff and the congregation of Garber Church.  Your support for our 

twice yearly bake/Rada cutlery/pecan/frozen casserole sales has been a blessing.  Our last two sales have been so 

successful that we have been able this year to give $7,950 to local missions and Garber missions.  Please continue 

prayers for these missions that include:  Garber outreach emergency assistance, Haiti, Radio Reading Service,  

Garber prayer shawl ministry, Children’s Hope Chest, American Cancer Society, ASP scholarship, Garber         

preschool scholarship, Garber Stitches of Love, RCS, Merci Clinic, Staff House, Mosaic project, ASP work team 

support, RCS - building fund, Reviving Lives Ministry, and Salvation Army.   

Dear Garber Family,  Praise the Lord - my surgery went well - thanks to Dr. Wheatley!  I am recuperating well and was so 

glad to be back in church on Sunday.   
 

You have absolutely been a great part of my lifeline.  You filled me every day with love in prayers, visits, phone calls, 

cards, flowers, balloons and nutritious and delicious food.  
 

I am very grateful and thankful for each one of you and for all your compassion and kindnesses extended to me.  God bless 

you.   
 

Sincerely, Trudy Glaser 



 

                             

   

 

Garber United Methodist Women 

BAKE SALE 
Sunday, November 20 

In the Ministry Center Atrium and the Sanctuary Courtyard 
Desserts & Pastries, Breads, Pecans, Rada Cutlery, and Casseroles Available 

This is the perfect time to stock up for holiday food and gifts! 
  

All proceeds go to support missions; in 2016, $7950 was given to help those in 
need!  Thank you in advance for your generous and continued support! 

  

 “But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices  
God is well pleased.”  Hebrews 13:16 

NBA is up; NFL is down.  The tidal shift has some asking if professional basketball will supplant football as the dominant 

(most popular and lucrative) national sport.  Reading the report, I wondered what happened to baseball which was the national 

pastime.  After basketball, what will be next?  Soccer?  Lacrosse?  Such are the waves and tides of history. 
 

Other things come and go as well.  Recently I read a humorous, “tongue in cheek” news report. A somewhat popular          

conservative, reformed pastor/teacher has decided to use the media to reach more people with the message, according to the 

report.  Beside the headline was a photograph of a cassette tape.  Again, such are waves and tides.  Vinyl, eight track, cassette, 

cd, mp3, streaming and a return to vinyl. 
 

The politics of a nation also have an ebb and flow, Republican to Democrat to Republican and back to Democrat; local to   

national to state to local to national, etc.  Then there are the questions: is God judging America?  Is God blessing America?   
 

During this season, I return to the Book of Daniel.  While some of the chapters are difficult to understand, the first six       

chapters reveal Daniel as able to live faithfully as a believer regardless of the changing tides of nations.  As the story unfolds, 

the kings of Babylon change, and then the nations change.  However, through it all a theme remains, “the Most High is ruler 

over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever he wishes.”  (Daniel 4:32)   “His dominion is an everlasting           

dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation.” (Daniel 4:34) 
 

“I am the Lord, I change not,” God said to the people of Israel amidst the changing tides of life.  “Therefore,” he continued, 

“you are not consumed.” (Malachi 3:6) Our God is faithful and true, and what God has done for us in Jesus Christ is not     

conditioned on the variables of human politics.   
 

In this season, we may be frustrated with the political class leading us; we may be cynical about their promises and their     

ability to deliver.  We may not, however, think that Washington or Raleigh have the authority to secure our ultimate good.  

Government does have a lot of power.  However, our hope in life and in death rests elsewhere. 
 

Daniel captures the sentiment I am seeking to express, 
 

Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, 

 For wisdom and power belong to him. 

 It is he who changes the times and the epochs; 

 He removes kings and establishes kings; 

 He gives wisdom to wise men 

 And knowledge to men of understanding. 

 It is he who reveals the profound and hidden things; 

 He knows what is in the darkness, 

 And the light dwells with him. 

 To you, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise. 

    Daniel 2:20-23 

 

Blessings,  David A. Banks 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

  

As crazy as it sounds, the end of  this month brings the First Sunday in Advent!  

 Please note that the following Christmas Mission Projects will begin on that date,  

November 27: 

The Giving Tree  
gifts for local school children in need 

  

Alternative Christmas Giving  
a gift to a local Garber supported mission in honor of  a friend or loved one 

  
Look for more details in our Advent mailer coming in a few weeks! 

Greening of the Church 

Sunday, November 27  

3:30pm - 5:30pm 
 

Come join us as we adorn our campus at Garber with the beginning of Advent, and as we          

anticipate celebrating the coming of Christ! This is a great time to bring your family.  There will 

be activities for kids and opportunities for all to serve as we decorate the Sanctuary, Morris Hall, 

and other spaces across our campus.  We will meet in the Sanctuary at 3:30pm for a brief time of 

praise and instructions and will conclude in Morris Hall just before 5:30pm with snacks and 

singing. Come join us!  


